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salients, moats and even loopholes, and were fully
equal to European forts of the time of the conquest.
Nearly all these races had conquered and confed-
erated many diversified tribes, and maintained
their commonwealths, their rulers, their priests, their
temples, their armies, their governments and their
religions mainly through taxes and tribute collected
over an enormous area. All showed a deep and pro-
found knowledge of engineering, and carried out
feats of bridge and aqueduct building, irrigation pro-
jects, road-making and transportation which would
present serious problems to the best engineers now.
Most, if not all, possessed a knowledge of natural
sciences and mathematics, well-worked-out calendars,
sun-dials or other means of computing time, and
some were well up in astronomy. All had many
species of cultivated plants and had developed many
distinct and superior varieties. They raised nearly
all the known varieties of maize, beans, potatoes,
squashes, pumpkins and melons; they had peanuts,
cacao, bananas, pineapples and many other fruits
and medicinal plants, and they had domesticated
turkeys, ducks, geese, pheasants and other birds, as
well as a number of quadrupeds, for so long that we
cannot with certainty identify the original wild
forms from which they were developed. In rainless
areas all had established elaborate irrigation systems,
and in districts where there was an excessive rainfall
they had installed canals, trenches, drainage-systems,
etc. In a general way their household implements
and utensils were very similar, although each tribe
or civilization had its distinctive forms, materials and
types of ornamentation.